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Basic Social Contract

Sa’adani recognize considerable 
diversity in intimate bonding. 
Relationships are spoken of in 
two distinct ways that are not 
mutually exclusive.  

Association   (Jinkeyu)  

In the first manner of speaking 
about intimate bonds,  a Sa'adani 
will say he is “in association” 
with someone (jinkeyu, literally 
“close-bound”).  These 
relationships are classified by the 
type and degree of emotional 
attachment they involve.  A 
specialized vocabulary has 
developed over time which 
describes a myriad of close, 
closer, intimate and/or platonic 
connections between the parties. 

Jinkeyu relationship terms are 
social, not legal, designators of 
relationship. 

From the associational 
perspective, one person might  be 
“near-wife” or “near-husband” to 
another (a spousal equivalent just 
short of formal marriage), or a 
companion, concubine, paramour 
or other type of intimate partner. 
Jinkeyu relationships are deemed 
such  because of the emotional 
qualities of the bond  and the 
mutual agreements brought to it. 
Relationships can be described 
this way regardless of what (if 
any) legal status also attaches. 

Associations are less formal 
than marriage but  are for the 
most part recognized in law, and 
so offer varying degrees of legal 
protection to persons who declare 
themselves jinkeyue (“those who 
are jinkeyu”). 

Contract   (Jintasu)   

In the second manner of 
thinking about relationships, 
Sa'adani speak of those which 
have been formalized in a 
legally binding manner 
(jintasu, literally “close-
obligated”).

From this perspective, there 
are only three relationship 
styles recognized under 
Sa’adani law and in formal 
language.  

Contract Partnership

Mutually avowed partnerships, 
of whatever type or duration, 
may be framed as a binding 
contract under the marital laws 
of the Empire. Any couple, 
triad or multi-party group who 
wishes to bond and cohabit, for 
any duration and under any 
circumstances, simply attests to 
this collectively at the Justiciat. 
A contract solemnizing their 
agreement is then constructed 
to suit their needs, following 
imperial guidelines. 

A contract partnership (also 
called a contract marriage, 
depending on culture and 
intention) must be written for a 
minimum duration of 1/2 an 
Imperial Standard year, but in 
no case may it be open-ended 
and interminable. Wise 
partners do not contract for a 
span of decades; the average 
contract marriage executed in 
the Empire is of a five-local-
year duration, though over 
70% of those are renewed at 
the end of that period, usually 
for a similar length. 

INTIMATE  PARTNERSHIPS

Cultural Notes

► Group marriages are 
more common in some 
regions of Old Sa’adani 
space than are dual 
partnerships.  They are 
considered one modality 
of intimacy, not an 
“alternative” or “lesser” 
way of relating.

► On some worlds, such 
as Lleleo - known for its 
generational feuds and 
dueling - most of the 
planet’s population is 
related in some degree 
of consanguinity or 
ceremonial familial tie.

► Contract Partnerships 
are also called “contract 
marriages” in the 
vernacular, but should 
not be confused with 
the formal high state 
marriage called the 
suenyos. 

INX: Intimate Partnerships                                                                                               page 1



The average contract 
marriage lasts 9 

Imperial Standard 
years, spanning 
multiple renewal 

periods. 

(An Imperial Standard 
year generally runs 
three times longer 
than an average 
planetary year.)

Formal Marriage

The formal marriage of state 
is called the suenyos, “the 
bonding”, from an ancient 
Koribi root word for 
“alliance.”   The suenyos is 
used to bind couples from 
two noble Houses or 
aristocratic bloodlines who 
have chosen to interlink their 
fortunes through marriage. 

Although contract 
partnership is routinely 
utilized by same-sex couples, 
suenyos is almost exclusively 
a binding of man and woman 
according to very ancient 
customs.  It is customary for 
the parties to suenyos to 
maintain separate wings of 
residence in a house, or even 
separate households, and to 
maintain a lover of choice 
with whom an intimate 
jinkeyu-style bond may 
flourish. This occurs even 

though the obligations of 
state are faced by the suenyos 
pair as the formally wedded 
couple they  have become. 

Trial Contract

A third mode of partnership 
is the admittedly temporary 
“test driving” of intimacy and 
cohabitation called a trial 
contract (in some societies, a 
“trial marriage”.  This 
formalized relationship is 
intended to offer certain 
domestic partner protections 
and rights to a committed-
but-not-formally-bound 
party. This mode is often the 
precursor to a formal contract 
partnership.  Trial contracts 
are written for a period up to 
but not exceeding 3 years and 
can be renewed only once. 

Divorce

Divorce as a concept of a 
legal sundering of 
relationship is very rare, 
given the finite term of 
partnership contracts to begin 
with.  Usually, unhappy 
married people simply part 
ways and wait for their 
contract to expire, then take 
what is due them under the 
“lapse or dissolution” clause 
at the end of that period. 

In some instances persons 

eager to separate from the 
other(s) may press for a 
formal divorce to be granted, 
but such claims are decided 
by the Justiciat on a case-by-
case basis and are notoriously 
difficult to have granted. 

The exception to this 
rarity of divorce is in certain 
cultural backwaters where 
older customs prevail in spite 
of the pressure of the 
imperial mainstream.  The 
single place with the highest 
divorce rate in the Empire is 
not in Old Sa’adani space, 
however: it is in the annexed 
region of CAS Sector, where 
primitive and self-interested 
customs exercise a 
stranglehold on the 
enlightened conduct of 
personal relationships. 

Dissolution and 
Inheritance

Upon the untimely end of a 
contracted relationship, 
through death, court action, 
or other means, laws 
pertaining to the dissolution 
of estates and procedures of 
inheritance come into play 
unless the once-partners 
wrote specific 
inheritance/dissolution 
clauses into their contracts.  
◙
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